
The Affirmation of St. Louis 

 

INTRODUCTION  

The Continuation of Anglicism 

We a ff irm that  th e Chur ch of  our  fath er s,  sustained by the most  Holy  Trini ty ,  l i ves yet ,  a nd  

that  we,  be ing moved by  the  Holy  Spir i t  to  walk only  in that  way ,  are  determined  t o cont inue  

in th e Ca tholic  Fai th,  Ap ostoli c  Order ,  Orth odox Worsh ip a nd Eva ngelic a l  Witness of  th e 

tradit iona l  Angl ica n Ch urch,  doing a l l  things necessar y  for  th e cont inuance of  th e sa me.  We 

are upheld and strength ened in this  det erminat ion  by the knowledge tha t  ma ny pr ovinces a nd 

dioceses of  the Anglica n Communion ha ve continued st ead fa st  in th e sa me Fa ith,  Or der ,  

Wor ship and Witness ,  a nd that  they cont inue t o  conf ine ordinat ion t o t he priesthood a nd the  

episcopa te to ma les .  We r ejoice in these fa cts  and we a f f ir m our  sol idar ity  with  these 

provinces  and dioceses.   

The Dissolution of Anglican and Episcopal Church Structure  

We a f f irm that  th e Anglican Chur ch of  Canada  and th e Pr ot estant  Episcopa l  Ch urch in the  

Unit ed Stat es of  Amer ica,  by  th eir  unla wful  a ttempt s t o a lt er  Fa ith,  Order  and M oral i ty  

(esp ecia l ly  in th eir  Genera l  Synod of  1975  and  General  Convent ion of  197 6),  ha ve dep arted 

fr om Christ 's  O ne,  Holy,  Cath olic  a nd  Ap ost olic  Church .  

The Need to Continue Order in the Church  

We a f f irm that  a l l  for mer ecc lesiast ica l  government s,  being fundamental ly  impaired by th e 

schismatic  ac ts  of  l a wless  Counci ls ,  ar e  of  no ef fect  a mong us,  and tha t  we must  now reorder  

such godly  disc ipl ine a s ma y s trengthen us in the cont inuat ion of  our  common l i fe  a nd  

wit ness.   

The Invalidity of Schismatic Authority  

We a ff irm tha t  the c la im of  any such schisma t ic  per son or  body to a c t  against  any Chur ch 

member ,  c ler ica l  or  lay ,  for  his  wit ness t o  the  wh ole Faith  i s  with  no a uth orit y  of  Christ ' s  tr ue  

Church ,  a nd a ny such inhib it ion,  deposit ion  or  disc ip line  i s  with out  ef fect  a nd i s  absolute ly  

nul l  a nd  void.   

The Need for Principles and a Constitution  



We a f f irm that  funda menta l  pr inc ip les (doctr ina l ,  moral ,  a nd const i t ut iona l)  ar e necessary  for  

the pr esent ,  a nd that  a  Const i tut ion  (r edr ess ing  th e defect s  a nd a buses of  our  for mer  

government s)  sh ould be  adop ted,  wh er e by  the  Ch urch may  be  soundly  continued.   

The Continuation of Communion with Canterbury  

[Note:  this  art ic le  has  s ince  been abr ogated  by Canterb ury ’ s  depar tur e from Aposto lic  Fai th  

and Practice. ]   

WHER EFORE, with  a  f i rm trust  in Divine Pr ov idence,  a nd before Almighty  God and al l  th e 

compa ny of  hea ven,  we  solemnly af f ir m, covenant  and dec lare tha t  we,  lawful  a nd faith fu l  

member s of  th e Anglican  and  Ep iscopa l  Ch urch es ,  shal l  now a nd h er eaf ter  cont inue  and be the  

uni f ied  continuing Anglican  Ch u rch in  North America ,  in  tr ue  and va lid  success ion ther et o .  

 

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 

In  or der  t o carry  out  t hese declarat ions ,  we set  forth  these  funda menta l  Pr incip les  for  our  

continued  l i fe  a nd wi tness .   

PREFACE   

In  the  f irm convict ion th at  "we sha l l  be  sa ved thr ough th e grace of  th e Lord J esus Chr is t ,"  a nd 

that  "th er e i s  no oth er  name under  h eaven given  among men by which we must  be  saved,"  a nd  

acknowledging our  duty  to pr oc laim Christ ' s  sa ving Truth t o a l l  peop les ,  nat ions a nd t ongues ,  

we  dec lar e our  int ent ion  to  h old fa st  the  O n e,  Holy ,  Cath ol ic  and Ap ost ol i c  Fa ith  of  God.  

We acknowledge that  ru le  of  fa i th  la id down by St .  V incent  of  Lerins:  "Let  us hold tha t  which  

has been be lieved  ever ywher e,  a lways a nd  by  a l l ,  for  tha t  i s  tru ly  and p r op erly  Cath ol ic ."   

I. PRINCIPLES OF DOCTRINE  

The Nature of the Church  

We gather  as p eop le cal led by God t o be fa i th fu l  and obedient  to Him. As the R oya l  Priest ly  

People of  God,  th e Ch ur ch is  ca l led t o be ,  in fa ct ,  th e ma ni festa t ion of  Chris t  in a nd t o th e 

wor ld.  Tr ue  r el igion is  r evea led t o m a n by God.  We ca nnot  decide  wh at  i s  tr uth ,  but  rather  ( in  

obedience)  ought  t o receive ,  accept ,  ch erish,  defend a nd teach what  God h as given us.  Th e 

Church  i s  crea ted by God,  and i s  beyond th e ul t imate  contr ol  of  ma n.   



The Ch urch i s  th e Body of  Chr is t  at  wo r k in the  wor ld.  Sh e i s  the  soc iety  of  th e bapt ized  ca l led 

out  from th e world:  In i t ,  but  not  of  i t .  As  Chr ist ' s  fa i th fu l  Bride ,  she  is  di f fer ent  fr om th e  

wor ld a nd  must  not  be inf luenced  by  i t .   

The Essentials of Truth and Order  

We r epudiat e  a l l  devia t ion  of  depart ure fr om th e Faith ,  in wh ole or  in part ,  a nd bear  wit ness 

to these essentia l  pr inciples  of  eva ngelica l  Tr uth  and ap ost olic  Order :   

Holy Scriptures 

The Holy  Scr iptur es of  the Old a nd  New Testa ment s a s th e auth entic  r ecord  of  God 's  

reve lat ion of  Himsel f ,  His sav ing act ivi ty ,  a nd mora l  dema nds -  a  r eve lat ion va lid  for  a l l  men 

and a l l  t ime.   

The Creeds 

The Nicene Cr eed a s th e auth or itat ive summar y of  th e chie f  art i c les  of  th e Christ ian Faith ,  

togeth er  with  th e "Ap ost les '  Cr eed,  and that  known a s th e Creed of  St .  Atha na sius to be  

"thor ough ly  received and be lieved"  in th e sense they h ave ha d a lways in  the Cath olic  Ch urch .   

Tradition 

The rece ived  Tra dit ion  of  th e Church  a nd i t s  t eachings  a s set  for th  by  "the  a ncient  cath ol i c  

bish op s a nd  doct or s, "  and especia l ly  a s  defined by th e Seven Ecumenica l  Counci ls  o f  th e 

undiv ided  Ch urch ,  t o th e exc lus ion of  a l l  err or s,  ancient  a nd modern.   

Sacraments 

The Sacra ment s of  Bap tism, Conf irmat ion,  th e Holy  Euchar ist ,  Holy  Ma t rimony,  Holy  Or ders ,  

Pena nce and U nct ion of  the  Sick ,  a s  ob ject ive  a nd e ffec t ive  s igns of  th e continued  pr esence 

and sa ving a ct ivi ty  of  Christ  our  Lord among His peop le and a s His covena nt ed mea ns for  

convey ing His gra ce .  In part icu lar ,  we a ff irm th e  necessit y  of  Bapt ism  a nd the Holy  Euchar ist  

(wh ere th ey may be had) --  Ba ptism a s incorp orat ing us int o Chr is t  (with  i t s  comp let ion in  

Confirmation  a s th e "seal  o f  th e Holy  Sp ir i t ") ,  a nd the  Eucharist  as  th e sacr i f ice  which  unit es 

us t o th e a l l - suf f i c ient  Sacri f ice  of  Chr ist  on the Cross and the Sacra ment  in which He feeds us  

with  His  Body  a nd Blood.   

Holy Orders 



The Holy  Or der s of  b ish ops ,  pr iest s  and dea cons as th e perp et uation of  Christ 's  gi ft  o f  

apost olic  ministry  t o His Church,  a sser t ing th e necessit y  of  a  bish op of  apost ol ic  succession  

(or  pr iest  or dained by such)  a s the celebr ant  of  th e Eucharist  -  th ese Order s consis t ing  

exc lus ively  of  men in accorda nce with  Christ ' s  Wi l l  and inst i tut ion (as  evidenced by th e  

Scr ip tur es) ,  a nd  the  univer sa l  p ract ice  of  th e Ca tholic  Ch urch .   

Deaconesses 

The a nc ient  off ice  and ministry  of  Deaconesses  as a  lay  vocat ion for  women,  af f i rming the  

need  for  pr oper  encoura gement  of  that  of f ice.   

Duty of Bishops 

Bish op s as  Ap ost les ,  Pr oph et s,  Eva ngeli st s ,  Sh epher ds a nd Teach er s,  as  wel l  a s  the ir  duty  

(together  with  oth er  c lergy and the la i t y)  t o guard and defend the pur i ty  and int egr ity  of  th e 

Church 's  Fa ith  and M ora l  Teaching.   

The Use of Other Formulae 

In a ff irming these princ iples,  we recognize that  a l l  Anglican stat e ment s of  fa i th  a nd l i t urg ica l  

formula e must  be int erp reted in  accor da nce with  them.   

Incompetence of Church Bodies to Alter Truth  

We disc la im any r ight  or  compet ence to suppress,  a lter  or  amend any of  the a ncient  

Ecumenical  Cr eeds a nd  definit ions of  Fa ith ,  t o set  a side  or  depart  from Holy  Scr iptur e,  or  t o  

a lt er  or  deviate  f rom th e  essentia l  pre -r equis i tes  of  a ny Sacr ament .   

Unity with Other Believers  

We dec lare  our  f irm int ent ion  t o seek  a nd achieve fu l l  sa cramenta l  communion a nd v is ib le  

uni ty  with  oth er  Ch r ist ians wh o "worsh ip th e Tr init y  in Unity ,  and U nit y  in Trinit y ,"  and wh o 

hold the  Cath olic  a nd  Ap ost ol ic  Faith  in a ccorda nce wi th  th e foregoing  principles.   

II. PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY 

The conscience,  a s  the  inher ent  knowledge of  r ight  and wr ong,  ca nnot  st and alone a s a  

sovere ign arbi ter  of  mor als.  Every  Christ ia n is  obligat ed t o for m his  conscience by th e Divine  

Mora l  Law a nd the  Mind of  Chr is t  a s  r evea led  in Holy  Scr iptur es,  and  by  the  t eaching a nd 

Tradit ion of  the Chur ch.  We h old tha t  wh en the Christ ian conscience is  thus pr oper ly  

informed a nd ru led ,  i t  must  a ff irm the  fo l lowing mora l  pr inciples :   



Individual Responsibility 

All  people, individually and collectively ,  are responsible to t heir  Creator for their  acts,  motives, 

thoughts and words,  since "we must a ll  appear before the judgment seat of Christ  .  .  ."   

Sanctity of Human Life 

Every human being,  fr om the t ime of  h is  conception,  i s  a  cr eat ure and chi ld  of  God,  ma de in  

His image and l ikeness ,  an  inf in ite ly  pr ecious  soul ;  a nd  that  th e unjust i f ia b le  or  inexcusa ble  

taking  of  l i fe  i s  a lways sinfu l .   

Man's Duty to God 

All  peop le a re  bound by th e d icta tes  of  the  N atura l  La w a nd by  th e revea led Wi l l  o f  God,  

insofar  a s th ey  ca n discern th em.  

Family Life 

The God -given sa cramental  bond in marriage bet ween one ma n a nd one woma n i s  God's  loving 

provision for  pr ocrea t ion a nd family  l i fe ,  a nd sexua l  act iv i ty  is  to  be pra ct iced only  within th e 

bonds of  Holy  Matr imony.   

Man as Sinner 

We r ecognize th a t  ma n,  as  inher it or  of  or iginal  s in ,  is  "very  far  gone fr om or igina l  

r ight eousness ,"  and a s  a  rebel  against  God's  auth orit y  i s  l iab le  t o His r igh teous judgment.   

Man and God's Grace 

We r ecognize ,  t oo,  that  God loves His ch i ldren and part icu lar ly  ha s sh own i t  for th  in th e  

redempt ive wor k of  our  Lor d Jesus Chr is t ,  a nd t hat  man ca nnot  be saved by any e f fort  o f  his  

own,  but  by  the  Grace of  God,  through  repenta nce a nd  accep tance  of  God's  forg iveness .   

Christian's Duty to be Moral  

We believe ,  th erefore ,  i t  i s  th e  duty  of  th e Church a nd h er  member s t o bear  wit ness to  

Christ ia n M ora li ty ,  t o fo l low i t  in  th eir  l ives ,  a nd  to  re ject  the  fa lse  sta ndards  of  the  wor ld.  

III. CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES 



In th e const i t ut iona l  rev ision which must  be underta ken,  we recommend,  for  the considerat io n  

of  continuing Anglicans ,  the  fo l lowing:   

Retain the Best of Both Provinces  

That  th e tra dit iona l  a nd  tested feat ur es of  th e Canadian and Amer ica n ecc lesia st ica l  syst ems 

be r eta ined  a nd used in the a dministr at ion of  th e conti nuing Chur ch.   

Selection of Bishops 

That  a  non -pol i t i cal  mea ns  for  se lect ion of  bishops be  devised .  

Tripartite Synod 

That  the  Ch urch  be general ly  gover ned by a  Holy  Synod of  thr ee  bra nch es  (episcop al ,  c ler ica l  

and  lay) ,  under  th e pr esidency  of  the  Primat e of  t he Church .  

Scriptural Standards for the Ministry  

That  the  ap ost ol ic  and scr ipt ura l  sta ndar ds for  the sa cred Ministr y  be used  for  a l l  order s of  

Minist er s.  

Concurrence of all Orders for Decisions  

That  the Const i tut ion  a cknowledge th e necessit y  of  the concurr ence  of  a l l  branches of  th e  

Synod for  dec is ions in  a l l  mat ter s ,  and that  extra ordinary ma jor it ies  be requir ed for  th e 

favora ble  consider at ion of  a l l  matt ers  of  importa nce.   

Re-establishment of Discipline 

That  the  Ch urch r e -esta bli sh  an  e f fect ive  permanent  system of  ecc les iast ica l  court s  for  th e 

defense  of  the  Fa ith  a nd  the maint ena nce of  discipline over  a l l  her  members.   

Constitutional Assembly to be Called  

That  our  bish op s sh al l  cal l  a  Const i tut iona l  Assembly  of  lay  a nd cler ical  r epr esentat ives of  

dioceses and par ish es t o  convene at  th e ear l iest  appropriat e  t ime t o dra f t  a  Const i t ut ion  and 

Canons  by  which  we ma y be unif ied a nd  gover ned,  with  specia l  r e fer ence to  this  Af f irmation,  

and with  due con siderat ion to a nc ient  Cust om a nd th e Genera l  Ca non Law, a nd t o th e former  

la w of  our  pr ovinces.   



Interim Action 

In th e mea nt ime,  tr ust ing in th e ever la st ing str ength of  God t o carry  us t hrough al l  our  tr ia ls ,  

we  commend al l  quest ions  for  decision t o the  pr oper  auth or it ies  in each ca se:  Episcop al ,  

diocesa n,  and par ochia l ,  encoura ging a l l  th e fa i t hfu l  t o supp ort  our  wi tness a s subscriber s t o  

this  Af f ir mation,  and invit ing a l l  so doing t o  sha re our  fe l lowship  a nd th e wor k of  the  Ch urch .   

IV. PRINCIPLES OF WORSHIP 

Prayer Book - The Standard of Worship 

In th e continuing Anglican Ch urch ,  th e Book of  Common Prayer  i s  (a nd remains)  one work  in  

two edit ions:  Th e Cana dian Book of  1962 a nd the America n Book of  1928 .  Ea ch i s  fu l ly  a nd  

equal ly  author itat ive.  N o oth er  sta ndard for  wor ship  ex ists .   

Certain Variances Permitted 

For  l i tur gica l  use,  only  the  Book of  Common Prayer  and service  books  conforming to  a nd  

incorp ora t ing i t  sha l l  be  used.  

 V. PRINCIPLES OF ACTION 

Intercommunion with other Apostolic Churches  

The cont inuing Anglicans remain in fu l l  communion wi th  the See of  Ca nterbur y and with  a l l  

oth er  fa i th fu l  pa rt s  of  t he Angl ica n Communion,  a nd  sh ould act ive ly  seek  s imi lar  r e lat ions  

with  a l l  oth er  Ap ost ol ic  and  Cath olic  Ch urch es,  provided that  agr eement  in the  essentia ls  of  

Faith  a nd Or der  f irs t  be  reach ed.   

Non-Involvement with Non-Apostolic Groups 

We recognize  that  the  Wor ld Counci l  o f  Chur ches,  a nd ma ny nat ional  and oth er  Counci ls  

adhering t o th e Wor ld  Counci l ,  are  non -Apostolic ,  h uma nist  a nd secular  in p urp ose a nd  

pract ice ,  a nd that  under  such cir cumst ances,  we  cannot  be member s of  any of  them. We a lso  

recognize that  th e Consult at ion of  Ch urch U nion (COCU ) and a l l  oth er  such schemes,  be ing  

non-Ap ost olic  a nd non-Cath ol ic  in their  p r esent  concep t  and for m, ar e unaccep table  t o us,  and 

that  we  ca nnot  be a ssociated  with  a ny  of  th em.  

Need for Sound Theological Training  



Re-estab li shment  of  sp i r i tua l ,  orth odox a nd scholar ly  theologica l  education under  ep iscopa l  

sup er vision i s  imp erat ive,  a nd sh ould be encouraged a nd pr omot ed by a l l  in author ity ;  a nd  

learned  and godly  bish ops,  oth er  c lergy a nd  lay  peop le sh ould  underta ke  and carry  on  that  

wor k wi thout  de la y.   

Financial Affairs 

The r ight  of  congr egations t o contr ol  o f  their  t empor al i t ies  sh o uld be f i rmly a nd  

const i t ut iona lly  r ecognized a nd  pr otect ed .   

Administrative Matters 

Administrat ion sh ould ,  we be l ieve ,  be l imit ed  t o th e most  s imp le a nd necessar y  ac ts ,  so that  

empha sis  may be cent er ed on wor ship ,  pastor al  care ,  sp ir i t ua l  and mora l  soundn ess ,  per sona l  

good  wor ks,  and miss ionary outr ea ch,  in  r esp onse t o God 's  love for  us .   

The Church as Witness to Truth 

We r ecognize a lso that ,  as  keep er s of  God's  wi l l  and truth for  ma n,  we can a nd ought  t o  

wit ness t o that  wi l l  a nd truth aga inst  a l l  ma ni fest  evi ls ,  r emembering th at  we ar e as ser va nt s  

in the  wor ld ,  but  God's  serva nt s f i rst .   

Pensions and Insurance 

We recognize our  immediat e resp onsibi l i ty  t o p rovide for  the esta bl i sh ment  of  sound p ension 

and insurance  pr ogra ms for  th e pr ot ect ion of  th e st ip end iary  c lergy and other  Ch urch  

Wor kers .   

Legal Defense 

We r ecognize the immediate need to coor dinat e lega l  r esources ,  f inancia l  and pr ofessiona l,  for  

the defense of  congrega tions imp eri led by the ir  sta nd for  th e Fa ith,  a nd commend this  need 

most  ear nest ly  t o  the  diocesan and p arochia l  aut horit ies .   

Continuation, Not Innovation 

In th is  gath ering wi tness of  Anglicans a nd Episcopa l ians ,  we continue t o be wha t  we are .  We 

do noth ing new. We for m no new body,  but  cont inue as  Angl ica ns a nd  Episcopa lia ns .   

NOW, THEREFORE,  deep ly  a war e of  our  dut y  to a l l  wh o love a nd  bel ieve  th e Fai th  our  

Father s ,  o f  our  duty  to  God,  wh o alone sha l l  judge what  we do,  we make th is  Aff irma tion.  



Before God,  we c laim our  Angl ica n/Episcopa l  inherita nce,  a nd pr oc la im the sa me t o the whole 

Church ,  thr ough J esus Christ  our  Lord,  to wh om, with  th e Fath er  a nd the Holy  Gh ost ,  be a l l  

honor  and g lor y,  wor ld  with out  end.  Amen.  

  



THE MAKING OF THE AFFIRMATION OF ST. LOUIS 

F r o m a n  a r t i c l e  b y  ( t h e  l a t e)  P er r y  L a u k h u f f  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  C o n c er n e d  C h u r c h m en  ( F C C )  j o u r n a l ,  " T h e  

N o r t h  A mer i c a n  R ev i e w "   

The Af f i rma t i on  of  S t .  Lou i s  i s  the  Ma gn a  Ca rta  o f  Co n t i n u i n g  An gl i ca n s .  I t s  l i f e t i me ha s  b e en  too  sh or t  

f or  a c cu ra te  a n d ob j e ct i ve  j u dgem en t  o f  i t s  i mp or ta n ce  -  a n d I  a m too  pr ej u di c ed a n  ob se rv e r  to  ma k e  

su ch  a  j u d gem en t .  In  my  o wn  mi n d,  I  ten d t o  th i n k  of  i t  a lmost  a s  i n  a  c la ss  wi th  the  Cr e eds  a n d th e  

a rt i c le s  o f  Rel i g i on .  A lm ost  a l l  th e  Con t i n u i n g  Chu rch  b odi es  ha ve  c la i m ed i t  a s  on e  o f  thei r  

co rn er s ton es .  M or e  com pe ten t  vo i c es  tha n  mi n e  ha ve  pra i s ed  i t  i n  t he  h i ghe st  f orms.  Fo r  ex a mp le ,  th e  

E a ste rn  or tho dox  qu a r te r l y  r ev i ew,  Dox a  ha s  ca l l ed  the  Af f i rma t i on  " a n  a ma z i n g  do cu men t"  a n d  on e  

tha t  i s  ' ve ry  c los e  t o  a n  O r thod ox  Con f ess i on  of  Fa i th ."  To  r ea d i t  qu i ck en s  the  spi r i t .  W ha t ,  th en ,  a re  

the  or i g i n s  o f  th i s  m ovi n g  pro cla ma t i on ,  th i s  g r ea t  ch a rte r  o f  ou r  con t i n u i n g  f a i t h?   

O n  S ept emb e r  1 4 -1 6 ,  1 97 7  the r e  took  p la ce  a t  th e  Cha se -Pa rk  P la z a  H ot el  i n  S t .  Lou i s ,  Mi ssou ri ,  a  

ga the ri n g  kn own  a s  th e  S t .  Lou i s  Chu r ch  Con g res s .  T hi s  mee t i n g  ha d b e en  ca l le d  a n d a n n ou n ce d a lmos t  

a  yea r  ea r l i er  b y  the  Fe l l owshi p  o f  Con ce rn e d Chu r chmen  (FCC) .  Thi s  F el low shi p  wa s  a  coa l i t i on  of  

f i f teen  E pi s co pa l  pu b l i ca t i on s  a n d orga n i sa t i on s  a n d  on e  pu b l i ca t i on  a n d on e  orga n i sa t i on  f rom th e  

An gl i ca n  Chu rch  of  Ca n a da .  Th e  i dea  ha d or i g i n a t e d wi th  t he  Re ve ren d Ca n on  Alb er t  J .  du B oi s  i n  1 97 3  

i n  prepa ra t i on  f o r  the  Lou i sv i l l e  G en e ra l  Con v en t i on  of  the  E pi sc opa l  Chu rch .  H e r i ght ly  sa w su ch  a  

coa l i t i on  a s  the  b est  mea n s  o f  ra l ly i n g  th e  loya l  o rth odox  e lem en ts  o f  th e  Chu r ch  i n  oppos i t i on  to  th e  

con t rov e rs i a l  pr oposa ls  w hi ch  we re  ex pe ct ed  to  g e n era t e  mu ch h ea t .  Fo re m ost  a mon g  th es e  w e re  

re v i s i on  of  th e  1 9 28 B o ok  o f  Common  P ra y er  a n d or di n a t i on  of  w omen  to  th e  sa c re d mi n i s t ry ,  

. . .F rom i ts  b eg i n n i n gs ,  the  f e l l owshi p  d eb a te d wi t h  g rowi n g  con c e rn  a n d i n ten s i ty  the  cou r se  i t  sh ou ld  

f o l lo w i f  h er et i ca l  a n d  a p osta t e  f o rc es  won  th e  u pp er  ha n d i n  th e  E pi s copa l  Chu rch .  FCC memb e rs  

sou ght  to  coo rdi n a t e  th ei r  a ct i on s  a n d pu b l i c i ty  wi th  on e  a n othe r  a n d f r om t i me  to  t i me th e  f e l lo wshi p  

i ssu ed to  t he  B i sh ops  o f  t he  E pi s co pa l  Chu rc h  o r  t o  the  C hu r ch  a t  la r ge ,  s ta te men ts  i n t en de d to  b oo st  

mora l e ,  i n t en s i f y  a n d u n i f y  opp os i t i on  t o  th e  g ro wi n g  thr ea ts  o f  he r esy ,  c la r i f y  i t s  own  pos i t i on  a n d  

k ee p  a l i ve  th e  h op e  of  p res er v i n g  t ra di t i on a l  An g l i ca n i sm.  

Af te r  the  d ef ea t  o f  the  t r a di t i on a l i s ts  a t  Mi n n ea po l i s ,  a t ten t i on  wa s  f ocu se d  s tron gl y  on  wha t  the  

pra ct i ca l  r esp on se  sh ou ld  b e .  I t  wa s  de te rmi n e d t ha t  a  Chu rch  C on gr ess  s hou ld  b e  con v en e d i n  

S ept emb e r  1 97 7 .  Th e  F CC a lso  ca me  to  a  u n i f i ed  v i e w tha t  n ot hi n g  b u t  a n  o rg a n i z a t i on a l  sepa ra t i on  

f rom the  E pi s copa l  Chu rch  wou l d  a n s we r  t he  n ee d ca u sed b y  tha t  Chu r ch 's  the o logi ca l  s epa ra t i on  f rom  

the  O n e H ol y  Ca t hol i c  a n d  Apost o l i c  Chu r ch .  

I t  wou l d  a ppea r  tha t  th e  se ed of  th e  " Af f i rma t i on "  i de a  wa s  sown  a t  the  Na shvi l l e  mee t i n g  o f  the  FCC on  

Nov emb e r  4 th  a n d 5th ,  1 9 7 6 .  The r e  wa s  a  l on g ,  i n f o rma l  a n d a t  t i mes  a lmos t  a n gu i shed di scu ss i on  of  

poss i b l e  f u tu re  cou rs es  o f  a ct i on .  B i shop C la r en c e  H a den ,  o f  th e  E pi sc opa l  Di oce se  o f  N or the rn  

Ca l i f orn i a ,  who wa s  p r ese n t  a s  a  v i s i to r ,  th re w ou t  the  i dea  tha t  the  FCC m u st  pr of es s  sp eci f i c  a n d  

u n swer vi n g  b a s i s  f or  i t s  s t a n d i f  i t  we r e  to  lea d a  mo vem en t  to  set  u p  a  Con t i n u i n g  E pi scopa l  Chu r ch.  

Dr.  H a ro ld  Wea t he rb y ,  o f  t he  S oci e ty  f o r  the  P res e rva t i on  of  the  B ook  of  Com mo n  Pra yer ,  took  u p  th i s  

them e b y  sa y i n g  tha t  we  mu st  set  f or th  the  p r i n ci p les  on  whi ch  a  Con t i n u i n g  Chu rch  wou l d  b e  b a sed  

a n d d o  i t  soon .  Th e  pu b l i c  s ta tem en t  r e l ea se d b y  the  FCC f o l lo wi n g  t h i s  m eet i n g  i n di ca t e d tha t  th e  FCC  

ha d commi ss i on ed the  d r a f t i n g  o f  a  s ta te men t  o f  mora l  a n d de vo t i on a l  p r i n ci p les  u pon  whi ch  a  

Con t i n u i n g  Chu rch  w ou ld  b e  b a se d.  

I t  wa s  f rom th es e  ten ta t i v e  a n d som ewha t  u n spe ci f i c  b eg i n n i n gs  i n  Na shvi l le  i n  Novemb er  1 97 6 ,  then ,  

tha t  th e  Af f i rma t i on  g re w.  The  d ra f t i n g  c ommi tt e e  met  se ve ra l  t i m es  du ri n g  th e  spr i n g  a n d su mm er of  

1 97 7 .  I t  wa s  a ga i n st  a  con f u s i n g  a n d ex ha u st i n g  b a c kgrou n d  of  mon t hs  o f  s t r u ggle  tha t  th e  D ra f t i n g  

Commi tt ee  su cc ess f u l ly  co mple te d i t s  la b ou rs .  At  th e  f i n a l  pr e -C on gr ess  m eet i n g  o f  the  FCC ,  l ess  tha n  

twen t y - f ou r  hou rs  b ef or e  the  Con g r ess  op en e d,  t her e  wa s  pr es en te d f o r  def i n i t e  con s i de ra t i on  a  

comp le te  dra f t  o f  th e  Af f i rma t i on  of  S t .  Lou i s .  Af te r  se ve ra l  h ou rs  o f  de l i b era t i on ,  the  d ra f t  wa s  

a ppr ov ed u n a n i mou sly  wi t h  some a m en dm en ts .  I t  wa s  rea d ou t  to  t he  1 ,800 a t t en de es  a t  th e  Con gr ess ,  

hea r d wi th  ra pt  a t t en t i on  a n d re c ei ve d a  s ta n di n g  ova t i on .  The r e  wa s  n o  de b a te  or  di s cu ss i on .  Th e  

Af f i rma t i on  wa s  s i mply  p romu lga te d.  No thi n g  qu i t e  l i ke  i t ,  to  th e  b est  o f  my  kn owle dg e,  ha d e ve r  

evo lv ed  i n  4 5 0 y ea rs  o f  An gl i ca n  h i s to ry .  


